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not distrub the Nawab. Rauga Filial, the Diarist of Pon-
dieherry, lamented that when Raza Sahib came to offer
congratulations to Godeheu on his name-day, November 4,
1754, he was received with a salute 'of 21 guns, an honour
that implied that the Nawabs were still the rulers of the
country and the French were only their servants. He wroU'
that ever since 1749-50, the French had been the virtual
masters and the Arcot people had boon under them, and
now by treating Raza Sahib as though he was still Nawab
and Master, Godeheu had cast away half the glory that the
French had acquired.
As for Nawab Muhammad Ali, he had, first of all,
great trouble from Murari Rao. A Fort St. George Des-
patch of November 10,1754, says that the Nawab and the
Rajah of Tanjore had made an agreement witli Murari Rao
that he should leave the French and go home for which
Tanjore would pay him 3 lakhs and the Nawab would give
him certain grants. The agreement was made some time
back; but Murari Rao was very dilatory in his retirement,
marching only vfiy slowly and raising contributions cm the
way. He was, on the date of the Despatch, at Polut'; and
it was doubtful whether he would continue his further
retirement. Murari Rao had offered to join the English
for 1J lakhs a month; but this was more than they could
afford. However, as the French owed him 9 lakhs and un-
less the Mysoreans should find the money, the Maratha
would not get reconciled with the French people. Murari
wished that the English would guarantee his treaty with
Muhammad Ali; but "as Eastern princes make such terms
in adversity as they never mean to observe in prosperity",
the Presidency held that they should try to avoid doing so.
Murari Rao harried the villages on his march and
carried ofi2 the cattle. Abdul Wahab Khan, a brother of
Muhammad Ali, who was in charge o f Arcot and the neigh-
bouring country, was powerless to check the Maratha.
Murari Rao complained to Godeheu that he had ordered
Ms men not to touch French territory at all and had trusted
in Dupleix's words about the stipulated sum due to him.
Nanja Raja himself advised Godeheu that he should
have the Butch and the Danes as mediators, when discuss-
ing peace terras with the English and that he should pro-
duce the parwanas given by Muzaffar Ja.ng, Salabat Jang